CHAPTER 9

TRAFFIC CODE

SECTION 1: UNIFORM ACT AND STATE MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS ADOPTED

For the purpose of regulating traffic on the streets,
alleys, and thoroughfares of the city, there is hereby
adopted the State Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on
Highways, codified as Article 6701d, Vernon's Annotated
Civil Statutes, and all other state motor vehicle laws,
which act and laws, together with the provisions con-
tained in this Chapter, shall be controlling in the
regulation of traffic in the city. A violation of said
act or any state motor vehicle law for which the munici-
pal court has jurisdiction shall constitute and be
punishable as a violation of this Code of Ordinances.

SECTION 2: TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES SHALL CONFORM TO MANUAL

All traffic control devices including signs, signals,
and pavement or curb markings installed or used for the
purpose of directing and controlling ‘traffic within the
City shall conform with the Texas Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways, which
is published by the State Department of Highways and
Public Transportation. All signs, signals, and markings
erected or used by the City shall be uniform and be
located so far as practicable according to the direc-
tions shown in the said manual. All existing traffic
control devices and those erected in the future by the -
City being consistent with the manual, state law, and
this Chapter, shall be official traffic control devices.
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B.

UNAUTHORIZED TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

(1) No person shall place, maintain, or display upon oOr
in view of any highway, street, or alley any
unauthorized sign, signal, marking, or device which
purports to be or is an imitation of or resembles
an official traffic control device or railroad sign
or signal, or which attempts to direct the movement
of traffic, or which hides from view or interferes
with the effectiveness of any official traffic
control device or any railroad sign or signal.

(2) No person shall place or maintain nor shall any
public authority permit upon any highway, street,

or alley any traffic sign or signal bearing thereon
any commercial.

(3) Every such prohibited sign, signal, or marking is
hereby declared to be a public nuisance, and the
Mayor is hereby empowered to remove the same or
cause it to be moved without notice.

(4) This subsection shall not be deemed to prohibit the
erection upon private property adjacent to high-
ways, streets, or alleys of signs giving useful
directional information and of a type that cannot
be mistaken for official signs, when erected in
accordance with city sign regulations.

UNLAWFUL TO TAMPER WITH TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

No person shall without lawful authority, attempt to or

in fact alter, deface, injure, knock down, or remove any
official traffic control device, sign, or signal or any

railroad sign or signal or any 1nscr1ptlon, shield, or

insignia thereof, or any street name sign or any part
thereof.

INSTALLATION OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

(1) After the adoption of this Code of Ordinances, the
City Council shall, by ordinance, direct the loca-
tion of all future traffic control signs, signals,
and markings. The Mayor shall have the duty of
erecting or installing upon, over, along, or beside
any highway, street, or alley, signs, signals, and
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markings, as are necessary to enforce such ordinan-—
ces or cause the same to be erected, installed, or
placed in accordance with this Chapter and con-
sistent with the manual on uniform traffic control
devices. Said traffic control devices shall be
installed immediately upon authorization by the
City Council, or as soon as such specific device,
sign, or signal can be procured.

(2) Whenever the Mayor has erected and installed any
official traffic control device, sign, or signal at
any location in the City, or has caused the same to
be done under his direction, in obedience to this
Chapter and the manual on uniform traffic control
devices, he shall thereafter file a report with the
City Secretary in writing, stating the type of
traffic control device, sign, or signal, and when
and where the same was erected and installed. The
City Secretary shall file and maintain such report
of the Mayor among the official papers of the City.

PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF AUTHORIZED INSTALLATION

It being unlawful for any person other than the Mayor,
acting pursuant to an ordinance of the City, to install
or cause to be installed any signal, sign, or device
purporting to direct the use of the streets or the acti-
vities on those streets of pedestrians, vehicles, motor
vehicles, or animals, proof, in any prosecution for a
violation of this Chapter or any traffic ordinance of
the City, that any traffic control device, sign, signal,
or marking was actually in place on any street shall
constitute prima facie evidence that the same was
installed by the mayor pursuant to the authority of this
Chapter and of the ordinance directing the installation
of such device, signal, or marking.

DUTY TO OBEY TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE

The driver of any vehicle, motor vehicle, or animal
shall obey the instructions of any official traffic
control device, sign, signal, or marking applicable
thereto placed in accordance with this Chapter, unless
otherwise directed by a law enforcement officer, subject
to the exceptions granted the driver of an authorized
emergency vehicle as provided for in the state motor
vehicle laws.
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EMERGENCY INSTALLATION OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

The Mayor is hereby empowered to install or erect tem-
porary traffic control devices to protect the public in
case of emergencies and special situations.

SECTION 3: SPEED LIMITS

A.

GENERALLY

(1) No person shall ride or drive any animal or operate
a vehicle on any street, alley, or highway in the
city limits at a speed greater than is reasonable
and prudent under the conditions and having regard
for the actual and potential hazards then existing.
In every event, speed shall be so controlled as may
be necessary to avoid colliding with any person,
vehicle, or other conveyance on or entering a high-
way in compliance with legal requirements, and it
shall be the duty of all persons to use due care.

(2) If any person shall operate or drive any motor
vehicle or other vehicle within the corporate
limits of the City on any street or highway at a
greater speed than thirty (30) miles per hour, or
in any alley or park at a greater speed than fif-
teen (15) miles per hour, it shall be prima facie
evidence of violation of this Section, unless signs
are erected designating another speed limit.

PROCEDURE FOR ESTABLISHING SPECIAL SPEED LIMIT

Whenever the City shall determine upon the basis of an
engineering and/or traffic investigation that the thirty
(30) miles per hour speed limit hereinbefore set forth
is greater or less than is reasonable or safe under the
conditions found to exist at any intersection or other
place, or upon any part of any street or highway, the
Mayor shall, upon authorization by the City Council by
appropriate ordinance, establish such speed limit as
shall be effective at all times when appropriate signs
giving notice thereof are erected at such intersection
or other place or part of said highway or street.
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SPECIAL SPEED LIMITS

A special speed limit is hereby established on
F.M. 3243 which shall be as determined and posted
by the Texas Department of Highwavs and Public
Transportation.

SLOW SPEED

No person shall drive a motor vehicle at such a slow
speed as to impede the normal and reasonable movement of
traffic, except when reduced speed is necessary for safe
operation, or in compliance with law, or at the direc-
tion of a law enforcement officer.

SECTION 4: RATIFICATION OF EXISTING TRAFFIC CONTROL

DEVICES

All traffic control signs, signals, devices, and
markings placed or erected prior to the adoption of this
Code and in use for the purpose of regulating, warning,
or guiding vehicles or pedestiran traffic are hereby
affirmed, ratified, and declared to be official traffic
control devices, provided such traffic control devices
are not in consistent with the provisions of this
Chapter or State Law.

SECTION 5: TRAFFIC OBSTRUCTIONS AND VISION CLEARANCE

The following are hereby declared to be a nuisance
and/or a traffic hazard and a violation of this Code of
Ordinances.

IN RIGHT-QF-WAY

Signs, plants, or obstructions of any kind, maintained,
constructed, placed, planted, or grown in the right-of-
way of any public street, except single tree trunks
pruned and trimmed to a height of eight feet (8') above
the walk grade and spaced at least ten feet (10') apart;
and other plantings trimmed and pruned, so as not to
encroach over and into public areas or streets, and so
as not to exceed three feet (3') in height above the
walk grade; except utility poles, street name signs,
traffic control signs, and other devices placed in such
areas under lawful authority of the City.
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PLANTS, OBJECTS, OR VEHICLES HIGHER THAN THREE FEET (3')

PROHIBITED NEAR STREET CORNERS

It shall be unlawful, except as herein provided, for any
person to place or maintain, or cause to be placed or
maintained any plant, object, or vehicle having a height
greater than three feet (3') above the level of the
center of the nearest abutting street, on or in that
portion of any corner lot in the City, which portion is
included in a triangle on the street corner of the lot
formed by a diagonal line intersecting the right-of-way
lines, at points twenty-five feet (25') from the street
corner intersection of the right-of-way.

TREES NEAR STREET CORNERS TO BE TRIMMED

It shall be unlawful for any person to place or main-
tain, or cause to be placed or maintained any tree on or
in that portion of any corner lot of the City, which
portion is included in a triangle on the street corner
of that lot formed by a diagonal line intersecting the
right-of-way lines twenty-five feet (25') from the
street corner intersection of the right-of-way lines
unless all limbs, branches, and foliage on the tree are
kept trimmed and pruned to a minimum clearance of eight -
feet (8') above the street level at the nearest curb
line or to such clearance as will provide an
unobstructed view of traffic signs and oncoming traffic.
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